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BASTROP FIRE UPDATE

On Friday, November 11" and Sat-
urday, November 12" eleven folks
from Rocky Creek travelled to the
Bastrop area to work. One group built
an 8x12 storage building with materi-
als donated from Sweetwater Steel,
Higginbotham's, and lumber re-
claimed from burned trees. A second
group worked to demolish a founda-
tion on one place and to cut trees
from a place ready to start rebuilding.
The work was hard and dirty, but the
fellowship was tremendous. There is
nothing like working with fellow believ-
ers on a project in which the Lord
leads. There are future needs for a
team to go and cut down trees. Also,
Heart of Texas Baptist Network has
committed to build a house for the
McClintock family. This is a family
where both are handicapped, and
they are in need of others to help.
Rocky Creek will be participating in
this project to begin shortly after the
new year. Pray about your involve-
ment and talk to one of the folks who
went on the previous trip.
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Radical

This is about an idea — an idea that we were creat-
ed for far more than a nice, comfortable Christian
spin on the American dream. An idea that we were
created to follow One who demands radical risk and
promises radical reward. It’s an idea that was first
expressed in the simple yet radical words from Jesus
to his disciples when he said: Follow me.

Jesus was calling them to abandon their comforts,
all that was familiar to them and natural for them.
He was calling them to abandon their careers. They
were re-orienting their entire life’s work around
discipleship to Jesus. Their plans and dreams were
now being subsumed in His. Jesus was calling them
to abandon their possessions. “Drop your nets and
your trades as successful fishermen,” He told them.
Jesus was calling them to abandon their family and
their friends. As James and John leave their father,
we see Jesus’ invitation come to life. Ultimately,
Jesus was calling them to abandon themselves. They
were leaving certainty for uncertainty, safety for
danger, self-preservation for self-denunciation. In a
world that prizes promoting oneself, they were fol-
lowing a teacher who told them to crucify them-
selves. And history tells us the result. Almost all of
them would lose their lives because they responded
to his invitation. What would happen when we fol-
low him like that? Are we willing to see?

Christmas at the Creek

Join us for the Christmas at the
Creek celebration on Sunday, December
18th at 6:00 pm. We will hear our chil-
dren sing, read Scripture, and sing carols.
It is a great time to celebrate the birth of
our Savior, Jesus. Following the service,
we will have a reception with cookies and
punch. Anyone who would volunteer to
make cookies or would like to sing in the
service please contact the Church Office.

Seth to Graduate

Amy, Jordan and Hunter Pitman
would like to announce the upcoming
graduation of our Youth Pastor, Seth
Pitman from Howard Payne Universi-
ty. Commencement will take place
Saturday, December 10, 2011. Seth
will be receiving his Bachelor of Arts in
Practical Theology. He is also the top
graduate in the school of Christian

Studies. Congratulations, Seth, on this
outstanding accomplishment.




December 2011

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Lord’s Supper Men'’s Breakfast Good Samaritan
PM Service Taquito Millonario Workday—ogam
6:30 am
Mid-Week Servi J.0.Y. /Job
Deacon of Week & 7e i)m erviee Class Party
Randal Bush 6 pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Men’s Breakfast Jolly Elders Women’s Choir
Taquito Millonario 10:00 am Practice 10 am
6:30 am
Business Meeting One Year Bible
Deacon of Week 7 pm Class Party Deacon/Staff
Rex Busby 6 pm Party 6 pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Christmas at Men'’s Breakfast Good Samaritan
the Creek Taquito Millonario Workday—9 am
6 PM 6:30 am
Mid-Week Service
Deacon of Week 7 pm
Johnny Gooch
25 Continental 26 27 28 29 30 31
Breakfast 9 am
Morning Worshi .
e T ' Church Offices Closed l
No Evening e e e e IS
Service No Mid-Week
Deacon of Week Service
Frankie Hodges
December 1 Marvin McDonald December 9 Lila Gooch December 23 Cassie Herring
December 2 Opal Duhon December 10 Orene Kinsey December 24 Stanley Hennessey
December 4 Kerry Mayfield December1l1l  Mildred Cole December 28  Jim Kingston
December 5 Patsy Batteas December 12 Emily Matthews December 28  Luther Thompson
December 5 Sam Kerbie December 17  Michael Turner December 29 Dylan Rudloff
December 5 Tim Matthews December 18  Rachael Rudloff December 30 Gary Dyer
December 6 Bud Poteet December 19 ]ohnny Gooch December 30  Shawn King
December 6 Wayne Wilson December 20 Frankie Hodges
December 8 Everett Reeder December 21  Lisa Bennie
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The story has been told of a man who had a heart attack and
was rushed to the hospital. He could receive little company and was
not to be excited. While in the hospital a rich uncle died and left him a
million dollars. His family wondered how to break the news to him with
the least amount of excitement. It was decided to ask the preacher if he
would go and break the news quietly to the man. The preacher went,
and gradually led up to the question. The preacher asked the patient
what he would do if he inherited a million dollars. He said, "l think |
would give half of it to the church." The preacher dropped dead.

2 0 1 1lt seems that the issue of giving is an exciting issue, and it is not
5.

afvays exciting in the right way. It is precisely this issue that domi-
nates the Christmas season. Christmas is the season of giving! We
give gifts to friends, donations to charities, smiles to fellow shoppers,
apddsgndling cards to the myriads on our mailing lists. Giving is in

. v@gRie. And, it ought to be since our model comes from God.

Christmas is the season of God’s great gift. The gift of God
caused some interesting responses. The angels heralded. The shep-
herdsisdarched Bethlehem. The magi followed a star. Herod looked

. f@& thore ways to eliminate threats. Joseph and Mary obeyed a govern-

ment edict. If you notice, the gift of Christmas inconvenienced every-
one. All of the players of the Christmas story were moved away from
r@udng activities, and they all found themselves in situations requiring

. I8/ to reevaluate their lives. Christmas was costly and time consum-

ing (which could describe our modern celebrations of the holiday).
Christmas impacted all those who were touched by the birth of the Sav-
ior.

This Christmas, God means to cause all of us to reevaluate our
lives. H& destres Jo0Imeet Us where we are so that He can lead us to

a nwhere we need to be.1 Gh@stmas is the season that is meant to be spir-

itually costly and time consuming. “He became flesh and dwelt among
us” stated the Gospel of John. Interestingly, God moved from the Spirit
to the flesh in order that we might move out of the fleshly into the spir-
itual. So this Christmas may the spirit of the season become a season
of the Spirit in which God’s Gift inspires us to give ourselves to Him.

Merry Christmas!

Rick
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December 4

December 11

December 18

December 25

CHILDREN’S CHURCH SCHEDULE

53:_'\.":
Charlotte & Cheri Poling, ~ h_\:{ i & N
Eva & Kaitlyn Bush 5 (—\ < {uﬁw(\\\w
Celeste Justice, Glynith AR jg--fj'
Matlock LY CoRr%
Christina & Savana —«QQ JQ ¥ i&j
Rosenbusch & e = A

Charlotte & Cheri Poling

NURSERY SCHEDULE

December 4 Ann Hitch
December 11 Katie Rhodes
December 18 Sylvia Cate
December 25 VOLUNTEER

LIBRARY NEWS
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ROCKY CREEK
BAPTIST CHURCH

Rick Justice, Pastor
David Williams, Worship Pastor
Seth Pitman, Youth Pastor
Rosa Lee Sober, Ministry Assistant
Glynith Matlock, Financial Assistant
Jo Dendy, Nursery

Phone: 325-752-6406
E-mail: gmatlock@rockycreckbe.org

WE ARE ON THE WEB!
ROCKYCREEKBCORG

SERVING CHRIST
TOUCHING LIVES
CHANGING PEOPLE
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SERVICE TIMES

Sunda;z
Bible Study 9:45 am
Worship 11:00 am
Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Wednesday
Youth 6:30 pm
Team KID 7:00 pm
G Force 7:00 pm

Energize Mid Week Service 7:00 pm




