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BASTROP FIRE UPDATE  

Christmas at the Creek 
 Join us for the Christmas at the 
Creek celebration on Sunday, December 
18th at 6:00 pm.  We will hear our chil-
dren sing, read Scripture, and sing carols.  
It is a great time to celebrate the birth of 
our Savior, Jesus.  Following the service, 
we will have a reception with cookies and 
punch.  Anyone who would volunteer to 
make cookies or would like to sing in the 
service please contact the Church Office. 

Amy, Jordan and Hunter Pitman 
would like to announce the upcoming 
graduation of our Youth Pastor, Seth 
Pitman from Howard Payne Universi-
ty.  Commencement will take place 
Saturday, December 10, 2011.  Seth 
will be receiving his Bachelor of Arts in 
Practical Theology.  He is also the top 
graduate in the school of Christian 
Studies.  Congratulations, Seth, on this 
outstanding  accomplishment. 

    On Friday, November 11th and Sat-
urday, November 12th, eleven folks 
from Rocky Creek travelled to the 
Bastrop area to work.  One group built 
an 8x12 storage building with materi-
als donated from Sweetwater Steel, 
Higginbotham's, and lumber re-
claimed from burned trees.  A second 
group worked to demolish a founda-
tion on one place and to cut trees 
from a place ready to start rebuilding. 
The work was hard and dirty, but the 
fellowship was tremendous.  There is 
nothing like working with fellow believ-
ers on a project in which the Lord 
leads.  There are future needs for a 
team to go and cut down trees.  Also, 
Heart of Texas Baptist Network has 
committed to build a house for the 
McClintock family.  This is a family 
where both are handicapped, and 
they are in need of others to help.  
Rocky Creek will be participating in 
this project to begin shortly after the 
new year.  Pray about your involve-
ment and talk to one of the folks who 
went on the previous trip. 

     This is about an idea – an idea that we were creat-
ed for far more than a nice, comfortable Christian 
spin on the American dream. An idea that we were 
created to follow One who demands radical risk and 
promises radical reward. It’s an idea that was first 
expressed in the simple yet radical words from Jesus 
to his disciples when he said: Follow me. 
     Jesus was calling them to abandon their comforts, 
all that was familiar to them and natural for them. 
He was calling them to abandon their careers. They 
were re-orienting their entire life’s work around 
discipleship to Jesus. Their plans and dreams were 
now being subsumed in His. Jesus was calling them 
to abandon their possessions. “Drop your nets and 
your trades as successful fishermen,” He told them. 
Jesus was calling them to abandon their family and 
their friends. As James and John leave their father, 
we see Jesus’ invitation come to life. Ultimately, 
Jesus was calling them to abandon themselves. They 
were leaving certainty for uncertainty, safety for 
danger, self-preservation for self-denunciation. In a 
world that prizes promoting oneself, they were fol-
lowing a teacher who told them to crucify them-
selves. And history tells us the result. Almost all of 
them would lose their lives because they responded 
to his invitation. What would happen when we fol-
low him like that? Are we willing to see? INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 
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December Birthdays 

December 1 Marvin McDonald 
December 2 Opal Duhon 
December 4 Kerry Mayfield 
December 5 Patsy Batteas 
December 5 Sam Kerbie 
December 5 Tim Matthews 
December 6 Bud Poteet 
December 6 Wayne Wilson 
December 8 Everett Reeder 

December 9 Lila Gooch 
December 10 Orene Kinsey 
December11 Mildred Cole 
December 12 Emily Matthews 
December 17 Michael Turner 
December 18 Rachael Rudloff 
December 19 Johnny Gooch 
December 20 Frankie Hodges 
December 21 Lisa Bennie 

December 23 Cassie Herring 
December 24 Stanley Hennessey 
December 28 Jim Kingston 
December 28 Luther Thompson 
December 29  Dylan Rudloff 
December 30 Gary Dyer 
December 30 Shawn King 

December 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 
 
 
 

1 2 3 

4 

Lord’s Supper  
PM Service 

 
 
 

Deacon of Week 
Randal Bush 

5 6 
Men’s Breakfast 

Taquito Millonario 
6:30 am 

7 
 
 
 
 

Mid-Week Service 
7 pm 

8 
Good Samaritan 
Workday—9am 

9 
 
 

 
J.O.Y. /Job 
Class Party   

6 pm 

10 
 

11 
 
 
 

 
 

Deacon of Week 
Rex Busby 

12 13 
Men’s Breakfast 

Taquito  Millonario 
6:30 am 

 

14 
 
 
 

Business Meeting 
7 pm 

15 
Jolly Elders 

10:00 am 
 

One Year Bible 
Class Party   

6 pm 

16 17 
Women’s Choir 
Practice 10 am 

 
 

Deacon/Staff 
Party 6 pm 

18 

Christmas at  
the Creek  

6 PM 
 

Deacon of Week 
Johnny Gooch 

19 20 
Men’s Breakfast 

Taquito Millonario 
6:30 am 

21 
 
 
 

Mid-Week Service 
7 pm 

 

22 
Good Samaritan 
Workday—9 am 

23 24 

25    Continental 
Breakfast  9 am 

 
Morning Worship 

10 am 
No Evening  

Service 
 

Deacon of Week 
Frankie Hodges 

26 
 

 
 
 

 
 

27 
 
 
 
  

 

28 
 
 

 

 
 

No Mid-Week 
 Service 

 

29 
 
 

 
 
 

30 
 
 
 

 
 

31 

Church Offices Closed 
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 Pastor’s Point 

August Records 

November 6, 2011 

Offerings $6,515.73 

Attendance           112 

 

November 13, 2011 

Offerings $3,509.22 

Attendance           124 

 

November 20, 2011 

Offerings $2,223.31 

Attendance          120 

 

November 27, 2011 

Offerings   $2,162.85 

Attendance            95       

 

 

Totals 

Offerings       $14,411.11 

Avg. Attendance       113 

 The story has been told of a man who had a heart attack and 
was rushed to the hospital. He could receive little company and was 
not to be excited. While in the hospital a rich uncle died and left him a 
million dollars. His family wondered how to break the news to him with 
the least amount of excitement. It was decided to ask the preacher if he 
would go and break the news quietly to the man. The preacher went, 
and gradually led up to the question. The preacher asked the patient 
what he would do if he inherited a million dollars. He said, "I think I 
would give half of it to the church." The preacher dropped dead.  
 It seems that the issue of giving is an exciting issue, and it is not 
always exciting in the right way.  It is precisely this issue that domi-
nates the Christmas season.  Christmas is the season of giving!  We 
give gifts to friends, donations to charities, smiles to fellow shoppers, 
and sending cards to the myriads on our mailing lists.  Giving is in 
vogue.  And, it ought to be since our model comes from God. 
 Christmas is the season of God’s great gift.  The gift of God 
caused some interesting responses.  The angels heralded.  The shep-
herds searched Bethlehem.  The magi followed a star.  Herod looked 
for more ways to eliminate threats.  Joseph and Mary obeyed a govern-
ment edict.  If you notice, the gift of Christmas inconvenienced every-
one.  All of the players of the Christmas story were moved away from 
routine activities, and they all found themselves in situations requiring 
them to reevaluate their lives.  Christmas was costly and time consum-
ing (which could describe our modern celebrations of the holiday). 
Christmas impacted all those who were touched by the birth of the Sav-
ior. 
 This Christmas, God means to cause all of us to reevaluate our 
lives. He desires to meet us where we are so that He can lead us to 
where we need to be.  Christmas is the season that is meant to be spir-
itually costly and time consuming.  “He became flesh and dwelt among 
us” stated the Gospel of John.  Interestingly, God moved from the Spirit 
to the flesh in order that we might move out of the fleshly into the spir-
itual.  So this Christmas may the spirit of the season become a season 
of the Spirit in which God’s Gift inspires us to give ourselves to Him. 
 
Merry Christmas! 

Rick 
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A couple of weeks 

ago we made an ex-

traordinary trip to 

Bastrop, Texas.  As 

you are aware this is 

one of many areas of 

the state that has 

been stricken with 

wild fires.  In this ar-

ea alone 1700 homes 

were lost.  Along 

with these homes, 

countless lives were  

affected.  I can de-

scribe what it looks 

like and even display 

a few pictures but 

getting your hands dirty 

is a real eye opener.  A 

picture may be worth a 

thousand words but 

nothing speaks louder 

than sharing a little bit 

of the loss of others.  I 

believe RCBC has an 

awesome opportunity 

to impact the lives of so 

many people.  We ac-

complish this in our ar-

ea everyday by the re-

lationships we build in 

our ñsphereò of influ-

ence.  I feel it is time to 

broaden that influence 

in a tangible way.  We 

have already begun 

this with a couple of 

preliminary trips to 

see what needs to be 

accomplished.  My 

challenge to you is to 

join with our Pastors 

in prayer in seeking 

the Lords direction in 

this mission endeav-

or.  Together with the 

Heart of Texas Bap-

tist Network we can 

make a difference. 

God Bless,  

David 

MUSIC NOTE 

YOUTH       

days a week with no 

paid overtime.  So, for 

one dayôs work, a moth-

er in Central America 

will make $3.96 a day.  

Perhaps we should think 

about that the next time 

we go to Starbucks. 

I say all this to force us 

to be mindful of rela-

tionships in all aspects 

of our lives.  We may 

never meet the women 

and children that mass 

produce our clothes, but 

we can give them a 

voice.  We can think 

about the hands that 

made the items we just 

un-wrapped, and maybe 

offer up a prayer for those 

people who may never have 

the opportunities you and I 

have.  You see, Christmas is 

all about relationships.  Our 

relationship with God was a 

mess, so He sent His Son as 

a gift to mend that relation-

ship.  So, if we have a rela-

tionship with His Son Jesus, 

we have one with Him as 

well.  What a gift...the gift of 

relationships!  Perhaps one in 

your family needs mending 

as well...what a beautiful 

time to do it.  Merry Christ-

mas church family! 

ñSomething to chew on 

Seth 

December...the time of 

year we celebrate the 

birth of our Lord and 

Savior.  It is also the 

time of year we shower 

each other with gifts.  In 

doing so, do we ever 

stop to wonder; who 

made the gifts we have 

ñfoughtò so desperately 

to obtain?  Chances are 

we have not.  A typical 

brand name shirt is 

made in third world 

countries where the 

workers are treated hor-

ribly making a wage, in 

some cases, of 33 cents 

an hour!  They also 

work 12 hour days 6 

PAGE 4 THE CHRONICLE 
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December 4 Charlotte & Cheri Poling,  
   Eva & Kaitlyn  Bush 

December 11 Celeste Justice, Glynith      
   Matlock 

December 18 Christina & Savana             
   Rosenbusch 

December 25 Charlotte & Cheri Poling 

CHRISTMAS TREATS 

(guaranteed to give you something 

to do when you have all that 

ñspareò time). 

 To keep the true meaning of 

Christmas uppermost in our 

thoughts, we recommend:  JESUS: 

WHEN GOD BECAME A MAN 

by Charles Swindoll, and the clas-

sic sermon by Peter Marshall,  

LETôS KEEP CHRISTMAS. 

December is also the month we 

ñWe donôt need more to be thankful 

forðwe need to be more thankful.ò  

   Anonymous 

We have set up a display of some 

of our favorite ñbooks of the sea-

sonò in the Library. 

 The children will enjoy 

the pop-up book, THE STORY 

OF JESUS, and the animated 

video, THE NATIVITY.  For the 

creative and energetic individual 

we have STEP-BY-STEP 

support the Lottie Moon 

Missions Offering, and if 

you have ever wondered 

about how this ministry 

came about, we have in-

cluded the book THE NEW 

LOTTIE MOON STORY 

by Catherine B. Allen 
 
A Merry Christmas to all!!! 

Sharon Horine &  

Mary Foster  
 

CHILDREN ’S CHURCH SCHEDULE 

L IBRARY NEWS 

NURSERY SCHEDULE  

 

December 4  Ann Hitch 

December 11 Katie Rhodes 

December 18 Sylvia Cate 

December 25 VOLUNTEER 
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Rick Justice, Pastor 
David Williams, Worship Pastor 

Seth Pitman, Youth Pastor 
Rosa Lee Sober, Ministry Assistant 
Glynith Matlock, Financial Assistant 

Jo Dendy, Nursery 

Phone: 325-752-6406 
E-mail: gmatlock@rockycreekbc.org   

ROCKY CREEK 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

Sunday 

Bible Study             9:45 am   
Worship              11:00 am 
Evening Worship        6:00 pm 
 

Wednesday 

Youth     6:30 pm 
Team KID   7:00 pm 
G Force   7:00 pm 
Energize Mid Week Service 7:00 pm 
 

SERVICE TIMES 

SERVING CHRIST 

TOUCHING LIVES 

CHANGING PEOPLE 

WE ARE ON  THE  WEB!
ROCKYCREEKBC.ORG 

Non Profit Organization 
U. S. Postage Paid 

Permit #62 
Brownwood, TX  76801 
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